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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

If you do not currently receive PFSPOA emails regarding 

events and updates, please send your information to     

the  office@pfspoa.org OR stop by the office to            

start receiving emails! 

Dear PFSPOA Community, 

     Another year has gone by and winter is upon us. Last year, the board was 

busy with the move to NEPA for fiscal management. We now have 11 volunteers 

on our 12 member board and I would love to fill that last vacancy.  

     Your board serves this community, carving time out of their work schedules, 

family time, and other commitments to maintain, secure, collect debts, and   

operate our POA. I see them consistently consider costs and try to find creative, 

low cost ways to operate our community. I'm very proud of them and grateful 

for all the work they do for all of you. I hope you appreciate their commitment 

and will join me to thank them for what they do. 

     Over the coming months, we would like to see and meet more of you, hear 

about the history of this association from those of you who have lived here  

longest and hear about the experiences of newer residents so that we all can 

continue to learn and make our community better. This board isn't perfect.    

We are learning as we go and welcome your feedback. Please join us at an     

upcoming meet and greet and help us make sure we have your correct email    

so that you can stay current with all the information we try to share. 

     I hope to meet more of you soon!  

Carrie 
 

Carrie Strohl 
President 
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April 1—November 30 Income To Date (8 mos.) 

  Budget         YTD Income 

2019 Dues $226,875  $236,183      

2019 Roads       $ 75,625 $ 71,586 

Prior Year Dues    $ 11,277 

Other  $  6,300  $ 14,322 

Total               $308,800 $333,368 

 

April 1—November 30 Expenses To Date (8 mos.) 

  Budget         YTD Expenses 

Pools  $ 29,237      $26,733  

Public Safety      $ 75,224 $36,579 

General  $54,414 $36,500 

Maintenance $ 42,803 $20,662 

Recreation $  3,750  $ 1 ,569 

Office/Admin. $ 19,472 $17,867 

Clubhouse $  8,275  $ 7,045 

Roads  $75,125 $82,508 

Total  $233,175 $229,463 

 

Fund Balances as of November 30, 2019 

Fund Name            Balance            Source 

Repair/Replacement  $15,259         Left over funds 

Roads         $30,368         $125 of dues 

Firewise   $2,576          Grant 

Public Safety Vehicle $3,766         Citations/permits 

Maintenance Vehicle $3,766         Citations/permits 

Total All Funds          $55,735 

Money in Accounts/Cash $215,543     

     The 2020-21 budget, voted on by the board at the       

December 19 meeting, is being sent with your annual     

invoice from NEPA this year. For our newsletter, I have   

focused on our current financial situation.  

     We ended the last fiscal year March 31, 2019, $4,413.18 

under our operating budget. These remaining funds are 

transferred to reserves. Your board has been looking at   

reserve balances to determine what amount is needed to 

avoid special assessments. This analysis hasn’t been done in 

a long time and we found some problems that  we are 

working to correct. 

     Collecting outstanding dues will help with this effort, but 

the board is also looking at additional ways to fund our    

reserves. We have decreased overall debt from $415,000 to 

$390,000 to date.  

     As of November 30, 595 of 729 property owners are paid 

current. While better than this time last year when only 518 

had paid, we are not yet where we need to be.  Our goal is 

to regain $47,000 per year in collection of back dues. This 

will be done first through working out settlements to bring 

delinquent  owners back into good standing and paying   

annually going forward.  Secondly, we will pursue legal ac-

tions against owners who are not willing to work with us to 

bring their property to a current standing.  

     Once all properties are in good standing, this will help 

generate the funding we need to fund our reserves for    

capital improvements going forward in a way that is fair to 

all owners. 

Dawn Wolset,  

Treasurer 

 

Treasurer’s Update 
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Pools ● Katherine Plebani 
I have been a PFS homeowner since 1997, part time 

until September 2017—now full time!  In July 2019 I 

was elected to the PFS board and have been assigned 

the role of pool director.  With the assistance of my 

fellow board members and residents I am learning all 

that is required to maintain and staff our pools to     

ensure they remain assets to our community!  My focus 

for the future    includes hiring qualified lifeguards as 

well as attendants. If you know a family member or 

friend who might be interested in summer employ-

ment, please contact the PFS office as soon as possible.  

Our maintenance department completed work on the 

expansion joints   at the Leslie Lane pool when the    

season ended. This repair work was time consuming 

and completed by our maintenance department, saving 

us financially. We   anticipate doing some concrete   

repair work at Leslie Lane in the early spring 2020. As of 

now, this also will be completed by our maintenance 

department.  If you have any questions, concerns or 

suggestions regarding our pools, please feel free to  

contact me or the PFS office. Looking forward to an  

enjoyable and safe 2020 swimming season! 

Recreation ● Julie Renode 
EVENTS SINCE June 1: 

• June 14-Painting Party 

• July 20-Annual Picnic 

• August 25-Back-to-School Auction 

• September 7-Community Yard Sale 

• October 9 - Halloween Painting Party 

• October 26-Halloween Costume Party and Trunk & 

Treat 

• October 31-Community Trick or Treat  

• December 1-Annual Breakfast with Santa 

• December 1-Adult Christmas Party 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• February 8-Wine and Cheese 

• March 14-St. Patrick's Day Dinner 

• March 28-Easter Egg Hunt 

• May 23-Memorial Day Picnic 

• June 13-Community Yard Sale 
 

EVENT DATES & TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

Check bulletin board by the mailboxes for updated, added, 

or changed events as well as the unofficial community   

feedback page (Penn Forest Streams Community). 

Evites will also be sent, so please make sure the office has 

your updated information.  Thank you! 

Roads ● Rob Sweeney 
    This year’s road project was focused on paving 1550 feet 

on Wild Creek AND paving the Cold Spring Road area resolv-

ing large pothole issues and hopefully the icy conditions. 

In addition the intersection of Cold Spring and Fawn was  

repaired. I know I had said earlier in the year Yellow Run 

Road was a target for 2019 but by extending needed road 

paving on Cold Springs we saved money by concentrating in 

one area. 2A stone was laid down along the bus stop areas  

of Fawn and Yellow Run to stabilize the road edge.  Also,        

numerous potholes were filled throughout the community. 

   Next year Yellow Run will be the main objective pending  

funds and if any safety issues arise throughout the year. 

Again, if any questions, feel free to come to a meeting. 

 

Please drive safely and                              
observe STOP signs.  

Speed limit is 15 MPH. 
 

Offenses for motor vehicle, pets and general are: 
 $25 for 1st offense 
 $125 2nd offense 
 $250 for 3rd offense 
 $500 for 4th and subsequent 

offenses 

BOARD UPDATES 
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PFS OFFICE  
UPDATE 

   Sadly, Office Manager and 

PFS resident, Mary Ann Szwei 

left her position to explore 

new opportunities. She was 

instrumental in setting up 

many new procedures and was 

a delight to work with. We will 

miss her! 

     In October, Susan Corrigan 

was hired to assume the Office 

Manager position. She comes 

to us with years of experience 

in group sales, marketing, 

managing and extensive cus-

tomer service interactions 

with a property owners group.  

     Susan has enthusiastically 

taken on the duties of the 

office, working with board 

members, and assisting PFS 

property owners with issues as 

they arise. 

     You can find Susan during 

the new office hours posted 

below. 

 

PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS! 

Penn Forest Streams Living 

     The USDA Forest Service reports that 

approximately 4,000 wild bee species help 

put food on our tables by pollinating    

agricultural crops, as well as plants that 

feed animals from songbirds to bears. One

-third of the human diet comes from    

insect pollinators and the honeybee is   

responsible for 80% of that pollination, 

according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

     It has been in the news that our bee population is declining over the last decade, 

thus  threatening the agriculture sector and the very food we need to survive. 

    Scientists tell us our bees are stressed out and cite the following reasons: insecti-

cide poisoning, loss of habitat, diseases from bee parasites like the mite, and climate 

change that impacts the timing between bees coming out of hibernation and the 

blooms they need to start the season.  

     So, what can we do?  Promote a bee-friendly, flower-rich habitat in our yards. The          

University of Minnesota’s Bee Lab suggests that you can save bees by creating a bee 

lawn—turf grass with flowering plants. A bee lawn creates natural diversity of forage 

for pollinators, less mowing, fertilizing and watering, beauty of flowers and increased 

resilience to extreme seasonal temperatures and drought. For precise instructions 

and seeds to use, to: 

http://www.beelab.umn.edu/sites/beelab.umn.edu/files/bee-lawns-2018-mg.pdf   

NEW OFFICE HOURS 

     Monday               9am-2pm 

     Tuesday              closed 

     Wednesday         9am-2pm 

     Thursday             1pm-7pm 

     Friday                  2pm-5pm 

Don’t mow that lawn too often this summer! 

    Pam Bos      Mary Ann Szwei  Dawn Wolset 
    Summer Welcome     Sole Survivor   Mom and babies hanging 
       around 

http://www.beelab.umn.edu/sites/beelab.umn.edu/files/bee-lawns-2018-mg.pdf
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BYLAW 

UPDATES 
 

    At the annual meeting on July 

20, 2019, the following updates 

were made to the PFSPOA By-

laws: 

Addition of 2.2.1.1: In terms of 

delinquent members, the “Board 

of Directors” reserve the right to 

negotiate and execute settle-

ments and payment plans with 

members enabling a delinquent 

member to earn the status of 

“good standing” so long as all 

payments to the association are 

executed as agreed meeting all 

terms, conditions and stipulations 

provided for by contract terms. 
 

Revised 2.3.1 - updated due date 

for dues and other assessments 

from March 1st to April 1st to 

align with fiscal year. 
 

Revised 2.3.2 - updated to      

include interest after 30 days on 

all owed balances and late fee of 

$10 being assessed after 14 days 

of the due date. 
 

Revised 2.3.4 - updated to 

change collection activity from 

the secretary to the Board of  

Directors. 
 

Revised 6.2.1 - updated to allow 

two or more executive approvals 

(not signatures) of all signed 

checks and electronic transac-

tional processing. 

 

The full revised copy of the 

bylaws are posted on our 

website: 

pfspoa.org  

 

Sixty-five owners attended the annual meeting on July 20 in the clubhouse.  Board members 

gave presentations on finances, operations and proposed by law amendments.  

Board of Directors 

(pictured left to 

right) Colleen Rini, 

Julie Renode, Adam 

Kochanski, Katherine 

Plebani, Jessica Knoll, 

Carrie Strohl, Dawn 

Wolset, John Wolset, 

Rob Renode, Rob 

Sweeney (not pic-

tured Anna James).  

  
 

Penn Forest 

Streams is a rural 

community of over 

700  home lots     

nestled in the 

Pocono Mountains 

near Jim Thorpe, 

Pennsylvania.                

The Penn Forest 

Streams Property 

Owners Association 

(PFSPOA)          

consists of owners 

in good standing.   

2019 Annual Meeting 
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Halloween Party 

Breakfast with 
Santa 

PENN FOREST STREAMS EVENTS 
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WANTED:  
LIFEGUARDS FOR SUMMER 2020 

 

Join the Penn Forest Streams team as a lifeguard 

this summer during the period from Memorial Day 

to Labor Day. Hours are 11:30am-7pm and      

weekend and holiday availability is needed.   

Job requirements: 

• Proof of certifications and training in CPR and             

Lifeguarding 

• Ability to communicate regarding entrance/

safety rules with PFS owners, family members 

and guests 

• Competence in completing all daily paperwork  

related to pool activity and water maintenance   

 

To apply, email the PFS office at 

office@pfspoa for an application or 

come by the office. 

 

 

 

WILDLIFE SPOTLIGHT: 
FOX FACTS 

(from the PA Game Commission website) 
 

 
The red and gray foxes of Pennsylvania: 
• belong to the Canidae family that includes dogs,     

coyotes and wolves. 
• are intelligent predators with sharp senses. 
• look heavier than their 8-12 pounds due to their thick 

fur 
• are swift runners and can swim—gray foxes can climb 

trees 
• are nocturnal, mostly sleeping during the day 
• find food when it comes along—everything from small 

animals, birds, fruits and grasses 
• have litters from four to ten young born in dens  
• pups leave the den area in mid-July or August to      

forage with their parents for a month until the family 
disbands 

• can live 10 to 12 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Red foxes tend to be less bothered by people and can 
be seen in populated areas. Gray foxes are usually more 
aggressive than reds. 
   Foxes often are blamed for decreasing game populations. 
Most of the time the number of game birds and animals 
taken by foxes and other predators is insignificant com-
pared to other natural losses. Habitat change is most often 
found to be the main contributor to lower small-game 
populations.  
   More and more people are accepting predators as       
valuable members of our natural world. Foxes are no    
exception. Their presence in Pennsylvania provides        
recreation and wildlife diversity, two important facets of 
any wildlife  management program. 
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Joe Trafka 

Your Penn Forest Streams        

Real Estate Specialist 

 

     

 DiMaria Realty LLC 
    2681 State Route  903 
    Albrightsville, Pa. 18210 
    570-234-3754 
 PA, USA License # RS327595 
    Office PA, USA License # RB067565 
     

  
Call or email Joe for your free comparative             

market analysis today!! 
 

Joe@DiMariaRealty.com 
Cell: 267-693-4598 
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Fire/ambulance/police    911 

Firehouse (non-emergency)   570-325-8114 

St. Luke’s Hospital (Gnaden Huetten)  610-377-1300 

Palmerton Hospital     610-826-3141 

Lehigh Valley-Cedar Crest    610-402-8000  

Lehigh Valley Hospital Pocono   570-421-4000 

Penn Forest Municipal    570-325-2768 

Carbon County 911     570-325-9111 

PENN FOREST STREAMS 

PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

11 CLUBHOUSE ROAD 

Jim Thorpe, PA 18229 

PFS OFFICE 
Phone:  

570-325-2458 
email: 

office@pfspoa.org 
 
       Monday               9am-2pm 
      Tuesday              closed 
      Wednesday         9am-2pm 
      Thursday             1pm-7pm 
      Friday                  2pm-5pm 
 

PFS PUBLIC SAFETY 
Phone:  

570-650-2437 
 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

 


